Equine Industry Careers

How two artists combine
their creative vision
with a passion for horses.

Ay Karen Bripgs

orses inspire us with their beauty, No

matter whether the touch of a wvelver

muzzle is 2 novelty or an everyday occur-

rence, their grace, strength, athleticism, and heart
still have the power to take our breath away.

Imagine if you could express those qualities

through your fingertips — and make a living doing

it. Horses inspire many an artist, of course, and

Primeval Images

Stones speak

Hhobos conrtesy of Frances Helman-Chong
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henever sheswisits her mstic prop:
ety near Chwen Sound, Ontario,
she goes i search of leld stones,
“The whole-place prows stones,” she says,
“Tes dilfiendt to coax any other crop out of the
ground there! There are new stones 1o dis-
cover every year, All my life 1've gathered
stomes, and sinee | was surrounded by them
1 eventaally decided 1o turn some of them
ke AT

“Srone is a material that eveles so much
in us,” she says "l antiquity (05 varialion
lrom place 1o place.. there are all these
possibilities, Trom the impressionistic 1o
the absteact, You can take i@ in any num-
ber of directions. | hunt arcund at the
woodland edges for stones with inter-
esling textures, especially any with
s or lichen, | tend to shy away from
shiny new surlaces, moatiracted o
stones with some wealhering or & pal-
lern — rings, lines, or flakes al mica
which just adid intezest and texture

o the rock”

Bur unlile some artists. whan
Haliman-Chong olten sees in the
textnre of a stone iz the shadow of
& horze, "Some stones immediately
inspire a particular image. Though
horses aren't my only subject mal-
et — other animals; lanedsecapes,
amvthing from the natural sworld
engages me — they'rs cerlainly a
Lavourite. 15 something vou can
barely articulale, like some wague

e

Artistic Expression

their works inspire many a horse person. But mar-
keting @ work of art requires more than just talent
and technique. It also demands some market savey
and an understanding of how to make your work
stand out as unigque, |'d like you to meet two artis-
tic women wha share a passion for horses, and have
found twa very different — but beautiful — ways
of expressing it.

to Toronto artist Frances Hallman Chong.

form of mental illness!"

Hallman-Chone is a lifeleng horsewoman,
who now shares a teenaged gelding with her
daughier, which explains why stones so ofien
speak to her of Aashing hooves aqd fossing
manes, And as is [itting with a canvas as
primeval as rock, many of her works evoke
anctent cave paintings of prehisiorc squunes,
She uses several diflerent weehninues o bring
her images 1o hle

Pigrments and staing coas some from (e
rack, while others are chiselled and broughi
mto reliel with the belp of added materiais
ineluding stone clay and cement, IS alla
linkering pricess,” she says, “The process has
heen evolving lor ahout Tour years now |
stzrleil with a bil of scratching invo the stonie,
which Dhecame engraving, then moved o
seulpting in some cases. A& ot of the seulp-
tures are really modelling, olten with con:
creve mixed with the stone Do worlang wath,
1 chisel under it for & greater sense of depth.
| [ing] movwe | oftenn use a combinaton of all ol
these technigues — I'm oot much of
purist!”

With o FineArts degree fram the Cintaris
College of Are, Hallman-Chong started ol as
a teacher. Howewer she has now downscaled
her teaching ta a par-tine supply posiion
with the Toronie Public School Beard so she
camspent more tme 1 the stidio T8 was
something of 2 leap of faith to devole more
Uime 1oy art,” she says. ™ou have (a9 have
some sense that someone will Hke and wanl
what you create, And you have to develop i
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thick skin! But | find 0% working
oul cuite well Dstill have waching
as & source of income o [l back
o, bt i e working onca com-
misston | ocan just let the school
administraticn lnow 1 be ted up
for awhile”

Though she says her lormal
raining a1 OCA was useful, fits
just a jumping-ofl place, And one
thing they aever covered was e
marleting e, 10 was almost never
discussed!” Hallman-Chong foungd
it was gne thing te create and another o
create @ demand. Fortonately reaching
harse peaple was something she already
b frow 1o dle, “Tstarted doing local wade
shows, such as the Tournament of
Champions jumper show in Palgrave (norih
of Toromtal. And Tve also displaved my
warlein tacle shops, libraries, and just abowt
amywhere else Mve been asked: T in dis-
cussion with a hotel vight now 1 haven?
heen showing encugh because | have tron-
ble collecting enough inventory — which ts
not completely a bad thing!" she says.
really have o get my act together and pget a
praper weh site up, but L find that word of
mouth does serve me pretty well "

Commissions form o signilicant. portion
of Hallman-Chongs work, “Clen Tl be
contacted by email by someone whos heard
about ey work rom someone else. Ul enall
some sample imapges 5o the client can gel an
iden of whats possible, and welll discuss
tirelrame and price. Most ol ey materials
aren’t Lo costly =0 a smaller commissioned
piece usually uns ar oa prety reasonalle
S50t 5500, with six weels being averase
for completion,

“Tm nol the sreatest salespersom,”
Hallman-Chong admits. *1 preler people
come toome tather than doing the hard =ell
I should bea little more aspressive aboult i,
Bt its a time (ssue as well”

e creative process i3 more familiar er-
ritery for Hallman-Cheng,
though it seldem runs
smocthly. “Theres often this
morent when youe work-
ingoon A piece and every
things a breeze . and then
your run into a problem. e
COME b anticipate QL Stone
is beatle, Bt e foand that
evern when you chip ofl the
wrong piece oroa crack
develaps that vou can olien
salvage 11, BEven if its g lost
cause, Tve learned woorear il

“BETTER

continited on page 56
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1-800-661-7002
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“All my life I've gathered stones,
and since | was surrounded by them
I eventually decided to turn

some of them into art”

— Frances Hallman-Chong

continved from page 55 toeether, Sometines | find theees o pein a
which vou have w s back and give 1he

with o certain lightness, Aller all, there sl
alwavs be another stong!

“The part 1 love the most is when ye look agam, | can see 0 overy ditferenchy and
potten past those problems and per 1o do the urederstaned what iv needs, or doesnt need,
b =}

demailing o= the pivee really stans o come te limish i

Hair Artistry

iamonds may bie aogirl® best [riencd, b
if you're 2 horse person, theres nothing
quite gs special as wearing o sparkling
memento ol your best fiend — namely an
erguisie, custom-designed piece of ewelliery
es & heautiful braid ol hai

thil incorpora:

Fron vour horse,

Mew Zatne Slomms came by
her cralt by an nnustal voate. Though she his
bancd o Lilelomg pazzion lor horses, she worbed
for tnany years as a dental pssisiant. Later, she
serviced electrcal cquipment [or hospitals,
miaiing sure FRGs and aiher sensitne appa-
catus slayed o pocd working ender She

Jerses arist

i ilged her creative impulses by parici -
g i vl W re-cmactments, Her interest
it the Civil War e led her 1o sew Ber o
costurmes, do herown headwerle, and along

the way, she developed anomterest in hair
jewelicry a peculiarily of the Viclosian em
Hair jewellery — literaily, jewellery made
[z human hair — was onee considered 4
tech
ordesr ends who had passec away, Though

weiy [ memorialize zmily members

il seems 2 bit macabree weday, in o
photomraphy was wadely available it served as
aoway Lo loeep g small part ol o lost loved one
close to oned hearr Saomen whoodid “hiir-
work” cremed inricately woven wreaths of
hurnan hair fwhich wene oflen Tramed, and
still wrm up o anigue shops and auctions
teclayt, oz well s delicane Brooches, harreties,
andl ping, Stenms Became nvigned by the
spocrvphal picces, and sared 1w celleo
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prece some space, Aller o few days, when |

Diamond harse-
shoe earrings
with large South
Sea pearls.
Harsehair is
wnven inta &
small spiral
WREVE,

What adsice does she have for thoss who

wanl Lo mike o career of equine an? “Speak 1o
thise whose worl you admive — vl often
fistel they are move than willing o share And

" she

sopend a lol of time observing horses,
sy, 1 sonmds a0 obwdons, st s absohuely
easential, ezpecially when worldng represen-
rationally. You have o lnow yvour subject |
fired that grooming is ene of the mos usell
activities when U comes o understanding g
horses: contours, L helss eograin the fooms in
gour mind  Hallman-Chong notes, howes-
er, that familiarivy can breed, well, Tmilian-
ty 1 fined Tohserye my owen horse seomuch
thal he cai creepr inte nw work sometimes
withour oy livceving il and every horse
starrts b bk g fnde D him! Adier so much
erprosiie your brain seens toogel wined (hal
wity, | livve 1o poard agains: thal e some
extent, especially when Cav doeing @ poril

il sonteone elses horse!™” .

themm, . o she s celuctant toowear the rap-
te anigue onginals when she was in cos-
e sedecided 1o learn o weave hair jew-
ellery hersell, Then, she: says, "Coe day |
cane aeress o plece that had been woven no
with buoman lur, buy bosehair, And thats
witen the lghibolh came onor me”

Toachay, Steames desiens and lashions cos-
o vings, pendanis, steck pins, bracelers,
necklages, corrings, anel even owarch straps
wiich ncorporate high-gquality geld, plae
frurn, precious stones, and haiv from her
clicnis horses. Seme pieces are desigeed 1o
memerialize 2 Jost equine foend, b the preal
Yictorian tradition, bl others are commis
sioned Lo celebrate hovses sl living, “The
moal complicated picee Pve done 1o e
Srerms says, twas lor 4 wonian whis senl me

hair Iron: nine dilferent horses, Wow shes

“One day | came across a piece that
had been woven not with human hair,

but horsehair. And that's when
the lightbulb came on for me.”

— Suzanne Storms
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Suzanne can replace your current watch-
band with one made from hair from your
horsels).

alzle o wear her entive heve !

L Slormsk
pleces are woven on o labie which resembles
i giant speol, Small lead weights of sarioos
sizes keep the hairs Trom twising or kinking,
“The weightmg is critical for a nice crisp
weave, she savs Learming to create the vard
ous wovent pallerns was g challenge for her
seegtse 10 was something of o lest ann With
no menter e each hersshe soughn ol zome
alid, cit-nl-pring instruction
which she located on mucrodiche mea major
e Yorloarehrve, aned relied i laege pare on
eial anc-eerer
wears toowork out the basics, “Some: paterns
I eould weave in buman haw™ she says, “us:
chidn't weorle wuh orschair IR
cogrzer. | oweanted something elegam thar a
person. codld wear moerning 1ill nighs I
reguired seme experimencation.”

More inricale hraiding,

Bk, some ol

witich s

Sie leund that another
the wvarinhility of horsehaw, “3When
learving, my gizlinends horse, Honey, dong-
el Lol of hair le the cause! 1 leamed that
Honeyvs Lail hair averaged 0,18 mor per
strancl, Wow when | get o swarch ol 8 clisnts
Farse hoir Tees out my calipers and compare
it e Honey's, so | oan calealate howe mouch
haiv U need aned o teoweeialn it when Dm
weaving”

challenge lay in
WS

Pelove Incorporating any hair inte her
wiove, sie examinegs the indwvidual strangds
urcler a lghted magnilier and selects only the
stromgest, most (awless stands, 115 oo jusi
cethetics Storms is worried about) o weal or
lavweedd hair strand might snap in the middle

ol o commples wenee, “Then vou have wostan
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I 1ol ber three and a hall

18k gold horseshoe necklace. Horsehair is
woven into a medium spiral weave,

18k gold snaffle bit horsehair necklace or
hracelat with & fine spiral weave and work-
ing parts. Bit is 2 1/8 inches lang.

over; theres noway teadd or braid moa new
strangd without ending us with bristly bis
that stick eul,” she s,

e zchvantage of horsehoir over hurean is
its greates colour range, a qualicg Sierms has
nrade the sl of, 71 cme gy with g weavs
that incerporases more difterent
colours and showenses thern,” she
savs The result is partcularly deamatic when
its used for a braceler combining il hair
oy dlilfervens anireals, Tighliphted Ty gold

o siber heading and end clasps of white or
yelow pold depending on the bare colour
andl the clients skin wenes),

Lse ar
cach of

When a client supplics a sample of her
noraes hair Cnstrucion: on how much haie
i needed, the requized ength, and how 1o
can be found on Stormss weh
sller wewsssuzanneslorms com!,  Siorms
makes sugeestions as 10 how best oo display
it i ring, A braceler, o0 a stoele pin, for
cxample. Dhen, clicnis sened gem
stones Lhey'd fke incorperated e their

harvest it

alan

continued on page 58

Fhetn cnuriesy of Burannn Storms

Fhato courlesy of Suszarme Storms

9.71 Acres = Vancouver Island
Centrally located, gently sloping
acreage, ideal your dream
aquestrian centra or estate property,
Located on the Saanich Peninsula,
minutes from central Victora, and
surroundad by beautiful  farms,
country properties, and miles of
riding  trails.  Asking 899 000,
For more information, please wisit
wiww. property.ea, or call.

I
Tar

WAL 065G e,
Bill Pettinger REAMRY
1-800-663-2121 4

(250} 744-3301
bpettinger@property.ca
RE/MAX Camosun

604-946-6619
We are

RIDERS
HELPING
RIDERS
. enjoy
- Horses, Sport & Life
www.thedognpony.
BC's Favourite Tack Shop

+ We Ship Everywhere e

Ricling Out 0Of Your Mind

By April Clay, Psychalogist

xd-u'-“"‘-' seap RS
e

The essential book
on Equestrian
Sport Psychology

Lagrmn how fo intagrate mental
training into your daily routine
ond hetter prepore yourself for competition,
§35.00 -+ shipping and handling

For ordering information:
april@hodymindmefion.com
or (403)283-5525

wwwebodymindmotion.com
i=—————————_ =i
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Phblos Goarteey o Suzanne Sioims

18k gold rings showing various stones and
horsehair weaves.

58 The Canadian Horse Journal

continued from page 57

jewellery — 2 diamond [rem their moth-

priwedding ring, ora black pearl howght
an o oan exolic wacatien, lor mel‘lr.nli.‘
Storms works with celebrated  jeweller,
Tomy Paris (who has designed and created
fine jewellers lor Titkanys and other high
ene chients?, e pull the piece together
and ereate semething uniguely beauntilul
toe each client, “lony dees the metabarork
and thes 1 plue the hairworle into the
completed plece,” savs S100MS.

Apart Trom a few special pieces created
lor charity (like the necklace conlaining
strands of hair from celebrated raceherses
Sitvpr Char, Point Given, and Smarty

Jomes, created Ly Tenefil e

[noroughbred adepuen  erganizzion,
Relnt, Stormss work 15 exclusively com-
misstoned, “To bepin with, | advertsed in
some horse magazines, and my husband
created o owebh sie lor me, Bl we soon
realized that we had to o on the road,
because its really 2ormerhing you have to
sei [or yoursell, 1 started by 1zking a
booth 2t Bquing Affaive in Massachessis,
ine 2000, and now 1 daoaboot 12 eguine
evenls and trade shows a year, which
leeeps me away from home for shoul three
wonths all wld.”

seermss display cases contain mare than
o dillerent examples of her bracelers,
rings, and other jewellery pieces, bul nene
of therm are [orsale, “They're strictly vsed o
sl _:)pnplc whialis |:-[]F.5i|‘.l|l_\" she SavH.
“Fvery piece [ make is custom-rade. The
e llery would have no meaning i was.
ot fronm your et horse.”

The iromy is thar her jewellery (rade
now keepis Starms o lmsy that, Ter the first
lirme in many years, she has no hose of her

own, She gets hee dose ol egune contact
Ly perodically volunieering with a thera-
peutic riding program tand wears the hairs
ol four of her favourite therapy horses in
hier personal jewelleryd

z The

Desmte that, Swerms savs she lov
wary her Business has groven, "IUs the way |
gl close to horses now, | even love the feel
ardl the smell of the haiv as 'moworking
with il | love being o the trade shows,
especially the ones like Dressage al Devon
where 1 can see the shesw vings and be in

the miclse o all the action

“Ehen someone slops by omy boath
wearmg something Ive designed, thats a
very special leeling.” she adds. “To know i
Ras meaning for them is & very warm and
fuzzy ching lor me And especially swhen |
create o mece s pmemorial.,, | eally think

thar expresses the hond  betweeir persen

antel horse dike nothing else”

Siarms recalls o hraselst commissioned
[ar o worman whe had been hospilalized
with terminal cancer. Being separated From
Ber animls wos cousing her sreal disiress,
sl Friends made o video of her three
Larses nlaving in the paddeck for her e
wartel, and asked Stoms e create a
Brzcelet from their il bair s a tangible
part af them the waorman conld  touch
Wher the woman died g & monmths later,
aie was bured with the broeeler on her
Lstill ger ehoked up when | think
abaoul tha:,” says Stornms,

WIEL

Being able o celebrate the horseom a
creative way, and male o lving domg
st surehy be the best ol both worlds, It
takes o leap of Gith, o be osore, et lor
these two women (and doubiless many
iz have been well

cther artists?, the rewa
wart e wisk, L

“The most complicated piece

I’'ve done to date was for a woman

who sent me hair from nine

different horses. Now she’s able

to wear her entire herd!”

— Suzanne Storms
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